
 

 

Maralin Village Primary School                                                       12/05/20               

             

 

I hope this letter finds you and your children well.  

 

Let me first of all thank everyone who has been in touch with myself or staff to ask questions, seek advice 

or simply to let us know how you are getting on with home schooling. The overwhelming response has 

been one of appreciation and it is good to see how many people have used this time profitably, not just to 

complete school work but to have extra valuable time with their children and take part in home activities 

that in normal times they may not have been able to experience. I hope that you have enjoyed the new 

school Facebook page where teachers have been uploading activities, videos and stories.  Those of you 

who are not on Facebook may access many of these on the school website and we will continue to do our 

best to keep both updated regularly.  

 

I don’t believe that any of us expected the time away from school to last for so long. I thought that 

perhaps at least some classes would return this month or next. That does not appear to be a possibility. 

The NI Executive published their ‘Pathway to Recovery’ today. It does not include any dates but outlines 

step by step guidance, hence I am unable to give you a date for return to school, but at the moment it 

looks like a ‘phased’ return in September. We have received no further guidance as to what that will 

entail.  

 

Currently staff members are working on another work pack for children and these will be available 

within the next week or two. You will be contacted to let you know when and how to collect these. Please 

don’t panic if you haven’t completed the first one yet. Spellings, tables etc were designed to take you 

through to the end of term. Also I have been discussing with staff how best to make direct contact with 

parents/ children and we will endeavour to do so through email or phone call. I know that already many 

parents/ children/ teachers have been emailing each other to keep in touch.  

 

This has been a new experience for all of us. Some parents may feel that a daily or weekly upload of work 

would be better, but we have chosen work packs in the hope that this gives more flexibility and you can 

work through these at your and your child’s pace, rather than a bombardment of work week on week 

which may cause a lot of pressure if you get behind.  

 

In order to help us in this, may I ask everyone to do the following: 

1. Send an email to your child’s teacher simply saying ‘test email’, your name and the name of your 

child. The teacher will reply ‘received with thanks’. This will allow us to be sure that the line of 

communication is open and teachers will be able to keep in touch. If the teacher does not receive 

this, they will try to contact you by phone. 

2. Email your child’s class teacher with any specific problems, questions or requests for particular 

work. This will mean the next work pack can be tailored to specific needs. If you are not having 

any problems that’s ok too and your pack will be provided accordingly. Also if you require a daily 

timetable of what to do and when, then staff can provide you with some guidance here too. I know 

many of you prefer to work this out in your own time as suits family needs.  

 

Teachers want to be able to help and are willing to do so, but if they are not told about the problems you 

might be having they take it that things are going well. Just like you, many staff members have been 

symptomatic, have underlying health issues or are shielding because of the health of a family member. 



Nevertheless they want to do their best to support children’s learning, so don’t hesitate to get in touch 

with them if you need to.   

If children successfully work their way through all the work that they receive they will have covered 

their curriculum at least as much of it as is possible with distance learning and their standard therefore 

should be appropriate. We will not be able to test this until we are back to school when all the children in 

P4-P7 will take their Maths and English standardised tests and teachers will assess learning for P1-P3. At 

that point we will be able to see how children have developed and take appropriate action. Children are 

extremely receptive and resilient and I have every confidence that any 'slippage' will very quickly be 

addressed.  

 

Sadly I am aware of the criticism levelled at myself and my staff through Facebook, so strong in some 

cases that some may well be considering their options for September and if MVPS is indeed a good 

enough school for their child. This would be a great pity but obviously it is a parent’s prerogative as to 

the school they choose.  

 

In the meantime we will continue to try to support children’s learning as best we can in these difficult 

days.  

 

I wish you good health and I will be in touch through text and school website to inform you when the 

next work pack is ready.  

 

Gillian Napier (Principal) 

Tel: 028 92611678   Email: gnapier528@c2kni.net  www.maralinvillageps.co.uk 

 

 

 

Email addresses: 

 

lporter020@c2kni.net    jferguson858@c2kni.net  

 

sguy602@c2kni.net    pmoore530@c2kni.net    

 

rlyttle573@c2kni.net    phamilton076@c2kni.net  

 

scraig473@c2kni.net    jwest586@c2kni.net  

 

rmcclimond857@c2kni.net    hdickson384@c2kni.net  

 

rwatt455@c2kni.net  (for Mrs Avadis) 
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