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At the end of a very unusual school year I want to thank all our children for their hard work throughout. 

Although we have only been together for two terms I am confident that children have continued to work hard 

even during Term 3. The adventures they have had and the new skills they have learned during this time are 

invaluable and I know they have tried their best to keep up with schoolwork too. Well done to all the children 

and to you their parents and carers who have been supporting their home schooling – all of us adults have 

been on a learning curve too and both staff and I have had to learn new skills in IT and communication. We 

won’t forget this school year in a hurry! 

 

As we go forward into the months of July and August it is time that children, parents and carers had a break 

from school so please have the confidence to take a rest. I understand those current P6 children preparing for 

AQE will continue to do a few tests over the holiday and some of you may still take the opportunity 

occasionally to consolidate work, but in general it is time for a rest. The next school year will hold many 

challenges for children, parents and staff, and we all need to prepare for that. So take a break from schoolwork 

and relax and enjoy the summer. Our Facebook page will be available throughout the summer but staff will 

not be continuing to post new materials nor will they continue to email parents. There is a wealth of 

information, teaching videos, activities and stories on Facebook, so you will be able to dip into these over the 

summer. I will continue to post a message to children occasionally but apart from that you might be relieved 

to hear it will be quiet. As to the future of the Facebook page we will decide in September. It may well continue 

or it may not, depending on the need for it as school resumes.  

 

Below you will find a proposed layout of dates for the year but it includes at least 8 extra days for children 

at school so I know this will have to change as the year progresses. However, it will give you a guide.  

Dates for 2020/21 

Mon 24th August Term begins for P7 only  

Mon 31st Aug Holiday (I assume this will have to be observed) 

Tues 1st September Phased return to school begins for all pupils 

26th – 30th Oct Half   Half Term Holiday and School Development Days  

Fri 18th Dec   End of Term 

Mon 4th Jan   Term Begins    

18h/19th Feb   Half Term Holiday     

Wed 17th March  St Patrick’s Day Holiday  

Tues 30th March  End of Term    

Mon 12th April  Term Begins  

Mon 3rd May   Holiday  

Mon 31st May    Holiday  

Wed 30th June   End of Term     

 

These dates are subject to change and you will be notified accordingly.  

 

The actual details regarding restart for school are still very clouded and change almost daily. I realise some 

schools have sent details to parents and before the week is out it has had to be changed, so to avoid that 

happening and the confusion that follows, I will inform you in detail when the situation is completely clear. 

At the moment we have been told that the social distancing for pupils will be 1m in August/September and 

according to DE that this will allow all pupils to return to school full-time. I can tell you that this is impossible 

as the absolute maximum we can put in a room is 19 children. So if social distancing continues in September 

we will move to a form of blended learning. DE has suggested 2 days at school each week and then work sent 

home for the other 3 days. I realise that this will be very difficult for parents who are working full time but we 

will see as the summer progresses if changes will be made to the 1m rule, and prepare accordingly. Of course 

the safety of the children and staff is of the utmost importance.  

 

Nearer to start dates you will be informed about classes and class teachers, induction and start dates for 

Nursery and P1, uniform, school dinners, books and stationery etc. You should understand that as social 



distancing is relaxed the class structures may change and there will have to be flexibility in the school 

day/term/year. This will be carefully thought out and monitored as things move forward and the welfare and 

education of the children will be at the forefront of any decisions we take. Please have confidence in this and 

trust us to do our best for every child.  

 

A stock of uniform will be delivered to school in July and I will contact you about the purchase of this and 

the guidelines for what will be required. There is so much debate at present as to whether or not children will 

wear uniform initially, as clothing, I am told, will have to be washed on a daily basis. When things are finalised 

I will let you know.  
 

Once again at the end of a busy and difficult year I pay tribute to all of the staff, Governors, parents and pupils 

who have made it worthwhile. Without the dedication of teachers, classroom assistants, secretary, caretaking 

staff, kitchen staff, parents and pupils, the school would not operate so smoothly or so successfully. We are 

very much a team, and I am grateful to everyone for how well we work together. On behalf of myself and my 

staff, may I thank everyone who sent letters, cards and gifts of gratitude – it is amazing how much a simple 

thank you means at the end of a busy year. Your support along the way has been so important and is gratefully 

received. 

 

Finally, it is with great regret that P7 were unable to complete their journey through MVPS in the normal way. 

They have been robbed of so many enjoyable experiences including their trip to the Lake District, day trips, 

Carnival Day, VE Day celebrations, Sports Day and the Key Stage production of The Wizard of Oz – all 

things that we had prepared for and looked forward to. However, I hope that in leaving MVPS they will 

concentrate on the happy memories they have and not focus on what they have missed. I am also sorry that 

we were unable to get them together for one final time but I hope that the video of them all to be posted next 

week will at least remind them of friends and good times at MVPS. On behalf of myself and staff I wish all 

our P7s every blessing and success in their new schools. You have been a fantastic year group and we have 

enjoyed teaching you and seeing you as you grow up. I am proud of you all and look forward to hearing good 

things about each of you in the future. I hope that when things settle down again you will be able come back 

to visit us.  

 

Take care everyone and God bless. I look forward to seeing everyone again in the new school year.  

 
Gillian Napier 
 


